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An airport is the only place where
you can come and go without really
leaving. You might start out in Munich,
Erich Gassmann says, “And your next
breath of fresh air is in New Delhi.”
Impersonal design further com-
pounds the problem. Thus, it can be
difficult for travelers to discern exactly

which country's airport they're in.

Not so at Flughafen Miinchen's VIP
wing. Expanded and furnished by
Erich Gassmann Architekten and Tina
Assmann Innenarchitektur—collabo-
rators with offices in the same build-
ing—the airport’s glorified waiting
area boasts such unmistakably Bavar-
ian details as mounted stag's antlers
and a portrait of King Ludwig 1. (That's
Mad King Ludwig, as any lederhosen-
wearing local will tell you.)

Of the undulating ceiling fins
throughout the 13,000-square-foot
facility, encompassing public and -
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private zones, Gassmann explains
that he was inspired by Alpine foot-
hills: “The local topography has soft
shapes like these." A rounded cutout
in a gently curving gypsum-board
wall reveals the reception station.
Behind the receptionists, a wall is
shingled in untreated larch, a wood
common in the region.

Oak floor planks start in reception
and continue into the lounge, where
the color palette reveals itself. Swiv-
eling wing chairs by Naoto Fukasawa
and round shag rugs are varying
shades of green, the banquette is
brown, and drum tables by Nendo
are white. "Much traditional Bavarian
clothing is in those three colors,”
Tina Assman says.
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In the adjoining café, it's the chairs
that are brown and the banquette
that's green. White is represented by
Bertjan Pot's ethereal pendant globes
and again by tables. A buffet counter
offers such specialties as weisswurst
and brezel.

Next to the buffet, the bar wraps a
corner fo serve both the café and the
lounge. You don't need to be a beer
expert to know that Bavaria is re-
nowned for lager, and it's here on tap
at the white counter. A copper color
lacquers the wall behind. “Copper is
typical of Bavarian breweries,” Gass-
mann says. “It's also warm like the
larch shingles.”

For those with working rather than
drinking on the brain, solo office =
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Clockwise from top.

FROM FRONT E&E (TALIA: CHAIRS [LOUNGE). ARKETIPO. TABLES. KINNASAND. RUGS [LOUNGE, SUITES), CURTAIN
FABRIC [CONFERENCE RODM, SUITE], wa L: TABLE, CHAIRS [CONFERENCE ROOM), ARMCHAIR [ANTE-
ROOM). CLASSICOM: SECRETARY [SUITE), 20 BASKET [SUITE), FIGURINE

ELLAN MANUFAKTUR NYMFPHENBLUR

[ANTERDOM). DES L0:; WALL COVERING [SUITE, ANTERODM). PILRE- CREDENZA [ANTEROOM). F52
DOOR HARDWARE. JAB ANSTOETZ: CUSTOM RUG. ZANOTTA: CHAIRS (CAFE). ARPER: TABLES. MODDI- PENDANT
FIXTURES. SPECTRA: SINKS (RESTROOM), VOLA: SINK FITTINGS, BISAZTA: WALL TILE. MO5A: FLOOR TILE. ARTIFORT:
SWIVEL CHAIR (SUITE]. COR: ARMCHAIR, TABLE, DuPONT: SOLID-SURFACING [BAR). MiD RFACES: WALL PAINT,
THROUGHOUT xAL: CEILING FIXTURES. AOMONTER: FLOORBOARDS. TROPP LIGHTING [ M: LIGHTING CON-
SULTANT. GEBALDETEEHMIK STECK: MEP. KLALS WANGEN DESIEN: WODDWORK. LINONER GROUF: GENERAL
CONTRACTOR,
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alcoves are clad in sound-absorbing
brown felt and equipped with built-
in seats and oak desktops. The three
alcoves form a row along the short
corridor that connects the front zone
to the rear. At the very back are the
private rooms and suites for group
wark or relaxation—all named for
Bavarian castles.

A room furnished like a living-
dining room, complete with linen
velvet wall covering in Bavarian

green and brown, can act as a pre-
function space for the conference
room next door. The task chairs and
the long table there are down-to-
business, while a feature wall is

a rough patchwork of oak blocks.
“The wood wasn't sawed, just cut
with an ax,” Gassmann explains.

0Of the suites, the one most reminis-
cent of luxury hotels has its own small
bedroom. Across the hall is a suite
with a full bathroom in addition to a
lounge that's the most baroque of the
bunch. Pink-and-purple florals cover
the wall, and an oil portrait depicts a
17th-century princess in an elaborate
feather headdress.

While entry to the VIP wing doesn't
come cheap—starting at approximately
$500 for three hours—it's open to any
traveler willing to pay. Appeal is sure
to increase once the outdoor beer
garden opens. —Mairi Beautyman
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